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The world’s oceans are a frontline 
for sustainability given the 
expansion of human activity in 
coasts and seas.  Making an 
assessment of the extent and 
significance of change is a challenge 
for science, especially given the 
relative paucity of data and the 
multiple variables involved.  This 
presentation reports on a study to 
address this challenge by empirically 
testing notions of ‘industrialisation’ 
and ‘colonisation’ in the worlds 
oceans for the first time.


